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telecasts of their games, a boon they
receive courtesy of the antitrust ex-
emption granted by us—the Congress.
The antitrust exemption contained in
the Sports Broadcasting Act permits
teams to pool their television rights,
yielding annual revenues of $2.2 billion
to the National Football League and
$425 million to Major League Baseball.

This legislation would require, as a
condition for retaining this lucrative
antitrust exemption, that Major
League Baseball and the National
Football League place into a trust fund
10 percent of the revenues the Leagues
receive from network telecasts. Each
sport’s trust fund, in turn, would be
used to finance up to one half the cost
of constructing a new stadium or park,
or renovating an older one, for any of
the teams seeking such financing—so
long as the local government has
agreed to provide one dollar for every
two furnished by the trust fund. In
other words, if a pro team in Wil-
mington wanted to build a $200 million
stadium, it could obtain $100 million
from the trust fund, a government en-
tity in Delaware would have to kick in
$50 million, and the remaining money
would have to come from the team
owner or some other source. In addi-
tion to allowing the Leagues to retain
their current antitrust exemption, the
bill would expand the exemption to
give the Leagues the authority to pre-
vent member clubs from moving their
franchises.

To my mind, this bill strikes just the
right balance. Let us not saddle cities
and taxpayers with the exorbitant—
sometimes mind-boggling—costs  of
building new stadiums while the teams
and their owners sit back and wait for
the highest bidder. If the Leagues want
to keep their antitrust exemption, the
major source of their millions, they
should be willing to do their fair share.
This legislation’s condition that in ex-
change for the exemption, the teams
set aside 10 percent of their broadcast
revenues, is a reasonable and much
needed measure to restore some bal-
ance to a negotiating process that is
out-of-whack.e

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF LET-
TER CARRIERS’ ANNUAL FOOD
DRIVE

e Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, | would
like to recognize the National Associa-
tion of Letter Carriers for its efforts to
combat hunger in America through its
annual national food drive.

Each year, on the second Saturday in
May, letter carriers in more than 10,000
cities collect canned food along their
postal routes to supply local food
banks. Last year, over 50 million
pounds of food were donated to feed the
hungry, and | am confident that 1999’s
drive will be an even greater success.
In just seven years of operation, the
National Association of Letter Car-
rier’s national food drive has grown
into America’s largest one-day food
collection effort.
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To participate, residents in partici-
pating communities need only place a
can of non-perishable food near their
mailbox—their letter carrier does the
rest. In addition to making regular
pick-ups and deliveries, their letter
carrier collects donations and trans-
ports them to a nearby postal station.
Food is then sorted and distributed to
local charities.

Mr. President, an estimated 30 mil-
lion people go hungry every day in
America. Food shortages hit children
especially hard in the summer months,
when school lunches are not available
and many charity pantries run out of
supplies donated during the Winter hol-
iday season. The Letter Carriers’ food
drive makes a critical contribution at
a time when help is urgently needed.

I commend the National Association
of Letter Carriers for its leadership in
organizing this annual event. The
NALC’s organizing partners—the
United States Postal Service, the AFL-
Cl0O, and the United Way—also deserve
our thanks.

Finally, Mr. President, | urge each
American to leave a can of food by the
mailbox on Saturday. Together, we can
fight hunger and make a difference in
the lives of millions of Americans.e

ARSON AWARENESS WEEK

eMr. BIDEN. Mr. President, | rise
today to remind the Senate and the
American Public that this is Arson
Awareness Week. It is that time once a
year that we stop to assess how arson
affects our lives. Each year hundreds of
Americans die because of the arsonist’s
match. Mr. President, | am outraged at
this and the countless firefighters who
are Killed every year attempting to ex-
tinguish intentionally set fires.
Arsonists should be swiftly brought to
justice, especially when firefighters
lives are put on the line.

When a fire is intentionally set in the
center of a retail city district the dam-
aged property becomes blight on the
entire community. Like cancer, arson
degrades the whole area. Jobs are lost,
tax bases are depleted and, most impor-
tantly, people are often Killed.

As a member of the Congressional
Fire Services Caucus, | have long been
associated with the war against arson.
I have consistently supported stricter
penalties for convicted arsonists. |
have supported the efforts of the Bu-
reau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms
that assist our fine state and local fire
investigators. | have also supported the
United States Fire Administration
which provides valuable research
grants and public education efforts
geared toward controlling arson.

Mr. President | remind all Americans
that arson is still a serious problem,
one we must continually work together
to solve.®

TRIBUTE TO KEVIN L. REICHERT

eMr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, |
come to the floor today with a heavy
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heart. If it hadn’t happened already,
the Yugoslav conflict just hit home.

Early yesterday morning, NATO ex-
perienced its first fatalities in its cam-
paign against Yugoslavia. And Chetek,
Wisconsin found its way into the news.

Army Chief Warrant Officer Kevin L.
Reichert, of Chetek, Wisconsin, was
killed aboard an Apache helicopter
during a nighttime training mission in
Albania. My thoughts, prayers, and
sympathies go out to the friends and
family of Kevin Reichert. We can all be
proud of Kevin’s service to his country.

The 28-year old from Wisconsin’s
Chippewa Valley leaves behind his wife
of eight years, Ridgeley, and 3 kids. |
thank the proud residents of Chetek
and of Barron County, Wisconsin, for
helping to raise such a brave and dedi-
cated American. | hope the Reichert
family and the 1,700 people of Chetek
will take solace in the gratitude of our
Nation.

The NATO effort in Yugoslavia has
its costs. Kevin’s death, and that of his
co-pilot, David Gibbs, of Ohio, are sad
reminders that conflicts like the one in
Yugoslavia, while they seem far away,
have a very real impact at home.

Mr. President, | am sure my col-
leagues join me in paying tribute to
Kevin Reichert for his dedicated serv-
ice to the United States.e®

HONORING ELMA F. BRITTINGHAM

eMr. BIDEN. Mr. President, it is with
utmost respect and admiration that |
rise today to acknowledge the con-
tributions of a woman who, at the age
of 99, has never tired of giving her all
to her country and to the men and
women of the Mill Creek Fire Com-
pany—ElIma F. Brittingham of
Marshallton, Delaware, affectionately
known to everyone as ‘““Mom.”” On May
8, 1999, Mill Creek will honor her at its
72nd Annual Dinner for 72 years of un-
matched volunteer service to the Mill
Creek Fire Company. Yes, Elma is a
charter member of the Mill Creek Fire
Company and she remains an institu-
tion in the Fire Hall.

This well-deserved recognition is
much less than | or anyone in Delaware
could ever do to capture just how sig-
nificant Elma’s life has been to every-
one with whom she has come in con-
tact. Her legacy is etched in the mem-
ory of every fire service professional
and volunteer in our State and her life
continues to be an inspiration to all of
us.

While many remember Elma for her
50 years of preparing turkey dinners for
the Annual Volunteer Fire Conference,
or her playing Yen Man in the com-
pany minstrel show, she is most re-
membered for her work on the front-
line, fighting fires under the most dan-
gerous circumstances. The one she
most vividly remembers was during
World War Il when she helped put out
a fire at an old prison farm on Duncan
Road in Wilmington during a thunder
and lightning storm. With this same
energy and vigor, Elma is as spirited
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